Possible Topics for Your Letters

Share your thinking about:

· something that surprised you or that you found interesting

· what you or dislike about the book and why

· an interesting or important character

· parts of the book that puzzled you or made you ask questions

· what the story means to you

· your thoughts and feelings about the author’s message

· what you noticed about the characters, such as what made them act as they did or how they changed

· why you think the author chose the title

· your predictions and whether they were right

· how the information in the book fits with what you already know

· how the book reminds you of yourself, or people you know or of something that happened in your life

· how the book is like other books by the same author, on the same topic, or in the same genre

· how the book reminds you of other books, especially the characters, events, or settings

· how the illustrations add meaning to the story

· the ending and your feelings about it

· the language the author used and what you think about it

· the author’s craft – what was good about the author’s writing

· why you chose the book

· why you think the author wrote the book

· whether or not you would recommend the book to another reader and why

· what you would change about the book

· examples of stereotypes or biases

· whether the book is easy, just right, or challenging for you and how you know

· the genre and its characteristics

· the author’s use of time in the story

· how the setting affects the characters

· how the author captured your interest or pulled you into the book

· how the author builds suspense

· what you want to remember about this book new insights or understandings you have

Book Letters

The students will be graded using the exact rubric below:

	BOOK LETTER
	Possible Pts.
	Total Earned

	Title of the book (underlined) and the author’s name are written at the top.
	2
	

	There is a summary and at least one topic from Possible Topics List.
	2
	

	The genre of the book is stated.
	2
	

	Explanation of why you did or did not like it and whether or not you would recommend it to a friend.
	2
	

	Summary is written or typed (font size 12-14) to a length of at least ¾ of a page.
	2
	

	Complete sentences are used.
	1
	

	Proper grammar usage
	1
	

	Correct spelling usage
	1
	

	Conventions (punctuation & capitalization)
	1
	

	Organized and overall neatness
	1
	


